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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report,  which 
deals  with  the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the 
Borough  of  Widnes  for  the  year  1928.  In  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  report  for  1928  will  be  “an 
ordinary  report,”  and  is  therefore  but  a  brief  summary  of  the  Health 
and  Sanitation  of  the  District. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  that  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate 
of  the  population  has  been  considerably  reduced.  The  correctness  of 
this  reduced  figure  is  borne  out  by  the  census  which  has  been  taken  by 
the  Department.  The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  for  each  of  the  past 
four  years  will  therefore  have  been  under-estimated. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  were  satisfactory.  The  Death  Rate 
was  next  to  the  lowest  on  record  and  was  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health  of  mothers  and  young 
children  continue  to  improve,  to  be  better  co-ordinated,  and  taken 
greater  advantage  of  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  most  urgent  requirement  of  the  Borough  is  the  further  pro¬ 
vision  of  houses.  The  census  returns  show  that  there  is  still  a  great 
deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  houses  occupied  by  single  families  and  that 
large  numbers  of  families  are  without  separate  housing  accommodation. 
The  necessity  for  erecting  additional  houses  is  therefore  as  vital  as  ever. 

In  presenting  this  Report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  whole  of  the  staff 
for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

I  wish,  also,  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial 
support  always  afforded  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(1)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,760 

Population  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  38,879 

,,  ,,  ,,  1921  (Revised)  , .  39,720 

,,  Estimated  1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,010 

Density  of  Population  ( i.e No.  of  persons  per  acre)  ...  7.3 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  7,437 

No.  of  Families  or  separate  Occupiers  (1921)  ...  ...  7,692 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^'226,794 

Sum  represented  by  Id  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^850 
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(2)  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  Births  :  Males  455,  Females  457  ...  ...  912 

Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  Population  ...  ...  ...  22.2 

Number  of  Deaths  :  Males  263,  Females  205  ...  ...  468 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  Population  ...  ...  ...  11.4 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  444 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year)  ...  72 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  Birth  ...  ...  ...  78 

Deaths  from  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Death-rate  from  Influenza  per  1000  of  the  Population  ...  0.3 

Death-rate  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.99 

Death-rate  from  Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.70 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Births  ...  ...  ...  2.19 

Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  child  birth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  aegs)  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  9 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7 
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POPULATION— 

The  population  returns  since  1861  are  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Population. 

Inhabited  houses 

Average  per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,519 

5.66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.0 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

*  5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

The  census  of  1921,  originally  planned  for  the  24th  April,  was 
postponed  until  the  19th  June.  The  Registrar-General  had  reason 
to  believe  that  some  holiday  movement  was  already  in  progress  during 
the  month  of  June,  and  an  adjustment  of  the  census  figures  was 
consequently  necessary.  The  amended  population,  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General,  was  39,720.  The  estimated  population  for  the 
year  1928  was  41,010. 


BIRTHS— 

Total.  Males. 

Legitimate  ...  891  454 

Illegitimate  ...  21  11 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Females 

447  J.  Birth-rate  (R.G.)  22.2 

16.7 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
Borough,  and  indicates  the  wards  in  which  they  occurred  : — 


WARD. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

No.  of 
Births 
which  were 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
estimated 

Farnworth  . 

68 

68 

136 

illegitimate. 

2 

population 
'  16.0 

Halton  . 

81 

80 

161 

4 

27.7 

Simm’s  Cross  . 

80 

84 

164 

4 

22.5 

Victoria  . 

78 

75 

153 

4 

25.0 

Waterloo  . 

61 

61 

122 

4 

26.0 

West  Bank  . 

37 

40 

77 

1 

20.0 

Ditton  . 

50 

49 

99 

2 

22.0 

Whole  Borough . 

455 

457 

912 

21 

22.2 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS— 

The  percentage  of  births,  which  were  illegitimate,  during  each  of 
the  past  ten  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1918  ... 

4.6  per  cent. 

1924 

2.3 

per  cent. 

1919 

5.4  per  cent. 

1925 

2.6 

per  cent. 

1920 

2.3  per  cent. 

1926 

3.0 

per  cent. 

1921 

3. 1  per  cent. 

1927 

3.2 

per  cent. 

1922 

2.5  per  cent. 

1928 

2.3 

per  cent. 

1923  ... 

2.4  per  cent. 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1928— 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

year. 

1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

All  Causes— Certified  ... 

457 

71 

20 

14 

17  20 

54 

1  17 

114 

,,  Uncertified 

11 

1 

1 

— 

3  — 

— 

1 

5 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Measles . 

7 

3 

3 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2  — 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-cough  . 

6 

2 

1 

3 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza  . 

14 

1 

1 

— 

—  2 

3 

4 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .. 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Respira- 

tory  Organs  . 

29 

— 

— 

— 

1  5 

13 

10 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

12 

1 

1 

— 

2  2 

3 

3 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  diease 

41 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

26 

14 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

2 

— 

- — - 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

3 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

26 

— 

— 

- — 

—  — 

— 

4 

22 

Heart  Disease  . 

73 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

23 

40 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

20 

2 

18 

Bronchitis  . 

29 

11 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

3 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

50 

13 

7 

5 

1  3 

4 

13 

4 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

3 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

2 

1 

— 

Duodenum . 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under 

2 

2 

— 

2  years  . 

9 

7 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2  2 

1 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Ne- 

2 

2 

— 

phritis . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

2 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Accidents  and  Di¬ 
seases  of  Pregnancy 

1 

1 

and  Parturition . 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

26 

25 

1 

Suicide . 

Other  Deaths  from 

4 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

2 

— 

1 

Violence  . 

21 

1 

1 

2 

3  1 

7 

6 

— 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 
Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 

71 

8 

3 

2 

6  1 

5 

14 

32 

known  . 

2 

— 

— 

-j — 

2  — 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

468 

72 

21 

14 

20  20 

54 

118 

149 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Borough  : — 


Per  1,000  of  Population. 

Per  1,000  Births. 

Death  Rate 

Death 

from 

Rate 

Maternal 

Rate  of 

Birth 

Death 

Tuberculosis 

from 

Mortality 

Deaths 

Rate. 

Rate. 

of  Respiratory 

Cancer 

Rate. 

under 

System. 

1  year. 

Mean  of  5  years- 

1923-1927 

22.7 

12.0 

0.89 

0.95 

3.16 

82 

Year — 

1927  • 

21.7 

12.1 

0.91 

1.14 

3.23 

66 

1928 

22.2 

1 1.4 

0.70 

0.99 

2.19 

78 

Increase  or  Decrease 

in  1928  on  Five 

Years’  Average 

—0.5 

—0.6 

—0.19  -P0.04  - 

-0.97 

—4 

Previous  Year 

-F  0.5 

—0.7 

—0.21 

-0.15  - 

-1.04 

-H2 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  in  the  various 
Wards  of  the  Borough  : — 


WARD.  Under  1  1—2  2—5  5—15  15—25  25—45  45—65  over65  Total 


Farnworth  ....  5  3  1  4  2  5  15  26  61 

Halton  .  16  3  4  4  2  11  17  22  79 

SimnTs  Cross  10  2  —  3  6  12  18  22  73 

Victoria  .  17  8  5  3  4  12  28  22  99 

Waterloo  .  10  4  1  1  4  5  22  20  67 

West  Bank  ...  7  —  1  3  —  5  8  16  40 

Ditton  .  7  1  2  2  2  4  10  21  49 


TOTALS  .  72  21  14  20  20  54  118  149  468 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  of  children  under  1  year 
of  age  was  72,  which  represents  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  78  per 
1,000  births.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  during 
the  year  was  65  per  1,000  births. 
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The  Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  during  1928  are  recorded  in  the 
following  table  : — 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

CO 

CD 

<D 

£ 

'f 

CO 

Total  under  4  Weeks. 

4  Wks  and  under  3  Months 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

CO  ~ 

-+^ 

a 

o 

^2! 

1 — •  XZ3 

C5  *•' 

Total  Deaths  under  1  Year 

All  causes,  Certified  . 

.  20 

3 

— 

1 

24 

18 

12 

9 

8 

71 

,,  Uncertified  .. 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Measles  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  . 

.  1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

5 

13 

Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea.. 

.  — . 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7 

Gastritis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

2 

Premature  Birth  . 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

..  13 

2 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Marasmus  . 

.  4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Other  causes  . 

1 

— 

- — - 

- — 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

TOTALS  . 

20 

3 

— 

1 

24 

18 

12 

10 

8 

72 

The  following  table  gives 
in  the  Wards  of  the  Borough 

the  Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  Births 

C Q 


& 

■4^ 

m 

O 

Sh 

& 

a 

Sh 

O 

• 

O 

ctJ 

_o 

CO 

PQ 

• 

£ 

d 

P 

O 

a 

Sh 

O 

-4-> 

J— 1 

CD 

-4-3 

+=> 

CG 

a 

o 

H 

c6 

<D 

c6 

c6 

H 

o 

c6 

<D 

O 

Pd 

W 

co 

> 

£ 

P? 

5 

EH 

1918 

117 

90 

159 

103 

95 

159 

— 

1 19 

1919 

49 

1  1  1 

108 

75 

123 

70 

— 

90 

1920 

51 

87 

60 

109 

137 

93 

— 

92 

1921 

76 

133 

130 

94 

1 13 

70 

150 

111 

1922 

49 

95 

44 

85 

145 

85 

70 

83 

1923 

84 

44 

71 

52 

109 

85 

34 

68 

1924 

54 

1  16 

126 

108 

106 

146 

103 

106 

1925 

40 

92 

60 

135 

67 

71 

134 

83 

1926 

15 

114 

84 

74 

154 

106 

75 

87 

1927 

51 

64 

100 

60 

-  50 

68 

86 

66 

Average 

1918-27 

59 

95 

94 

90 

1  10 

95 

— 

90 

1928 

36 

99 

61 

111 

82 

91 

70 

78 
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DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS— 

The  number  of  deaths  under  2  years  of  age  from  these  diseases 
during  the  year  was  9,  as  compared  with  3  in  1927. 

The  Wards  in  which  the  deaths  occurred  are  as  follows  : — 


Farnworth  ... 
Halton 

Simm’s  Cross 
Victoria 


0 

0 

1 

4 


Waterloo 
West  Bank 
Ditton 


1 

3 

0 


VITAL  STATISTICS— WARDS  IN  THE  BOROUGH - 
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II.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 


{a)  Provided  by  the  Local  Authority — 


(1)  HOSPITALS— 

(a)  The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Crow  Wood  has  accommodation  for 
36  patients.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  1928  was  231. 

(b)  A  Small-pox  Hospital  has  been  erected  at  Barrow’s  Green, 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough.  This  is  a  wooden  building,  with 
brickwork  foundation,  and  could  accommodate  eight  patients.  The 
foundations  of  another  ward  have  been  laid,  so  that  the  erection  of  a 
similar  building  can  quickly  be  arranged  if  necessary.  This  Hospital 
was  last  used  in  1902. 

(c)  Accident  Hospital,  St.  Mary’s  Road,  has  accommodation  for 
22  patients.  This  Institution  is  utilised  for  the  treatment  of  accidents 
and  other  surgical  cases.  Operations  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  are 
performed  at  this  Hospital  under  the  Local  Education  Authority’s 
medical  service. 

A  summary  of  the  cases  for  1928  : — 


Patients  in  Hospital,  December  31st,  1927 

Admitted  during  1928  . 

Out-Patients  during  1928  . 

Re-visits,  Out-Patients  during  1928 

Operations  . 

Deaths  . 

Patients  in  Hospital,  December  31st,  1928 


7 


109 

1017 

1089 

194 


8 
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The  cases  treated  in  1927  were:  Admissions,  120;  out-patients, 
1 1 16 ;  and  operations,  159. 

(2)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES— 

The  Local  Authority  has  provided  a  motor  ambulance  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  to  Hospital. 

Another  motor  ambulance  is  available,  day  and  night,  for  use  in 
cases  of  accident  or  acute  illness,  necessitating  the  removal  of  patients 
to  Hospitals  within  or  without  the  Borough. 

The  latter  ambulance  is  kept  at  Mill  Brow  Centre  (Tel.  No.  403). 

The  following  table  will  not  only  indicate  the  amount  of  work  done 
by  the  motor  ambulance  which  is  used  for  non-infectious  cases,  but 
will  afford  some  idea  of  the  number  of  residents  who  are  treated  at 
Institutions  outside  the  Borough  : — 


NO.  OF  PATIENTS  CARRIED. 
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(3)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES— 


(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 
Consultations  for  Infants  and  Children  as  under  :■ — - 


Town  Hall 
Cooper  Hall 
Halebank 
Mill  Brow 

( b )  School  Clinics — 


Mondays,  1-30  p.m. 
Tuesdays,  1-30  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  2.0  p.m. 
Thursdays,  1-30  p.m. 


The  above-mentioned  Centres,  with  the  exception  of  Halebank, 
are  open  daily  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  for  the  treatment  of  Infants  and 
Children. 

(b)  Provided  by  other  Bodies — 


(1)  MATERNITY  HOME— 

During  the  year  1922  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Caldwell)  appealed 
for  funds  to  provide  a  Maternity  Home,  and  a  generous  response 
resulted.  A  well  equipped  Home  was  built  adjacent  to  the  Nurses’ 
Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association,  and  there  is  accommodation 
for  eight  patients.  The  Institution  is  under  the  control  of  the  Nursing 
Association. 

The  agreement  between  the  Association  and  the  Local  Authority 
respecting  the  admission  of  cases  coming  within  the  statutory  obligations 
of  the  Local  Authority  was  put  into  operation  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  was  152,  the  Local 
Authority  rendering  financial  assistance  in  respect  to  114.  Of  the 
latter  cases  70  were  recommended  for  admission  owing  to  the  in¬ 
adequacy  or  the  unsuitability  of  the  housing  conditions,  and  the 
remainder  on  account  of  ill-health,  or  complications. 

The  agreement  is  working  most  satisfactorily,  and  the  close  co¬ 
operation  which  now  exists  between  the  Association  and  the  Local 
Authority  cannot  but  improve  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 
in  the  Borough. 


(2)  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY— 

This  is  provided  by  the  County  Authority,  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  on  Monday  mornings,  Wednesday  evenings,  and  Friday 
afternoons. 


(3)  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME— 

(a)  General — 

The  general  home  nursing  in  the  town  is  carried  out  by  the 
Widnes  Queen’s  Nursing  Association.  The  staff,  with  headquarters 
at  Highfield  Road,  consists  of  a  matron  and  eleven  nurses.  They 
will  attend  any  case  at  the  request  of  a  medical  practitioner.  They 
visit  children  after  operation  for  tonsils  and  adenoids,  and  receive  £50 
per  annum  from  the  Education  Authority  for  these  services. 

( b )  Infectious  Diseases — 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  to  undertake  the  nursing 
of  children  suffering  from  measles  and  whooping  cough.  For  these 
services  the  Local  Authority  pays  ^50  per  annum. 

(4)  MIDWIFERY— 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  during  1928 
was  21.  This  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
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III.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
WATER  SUPPLY— 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  by  pumping  from 
deep  wells  in  the  sandstone.  The  Borough  possesses  wells  at  Stocks- 
well,  Netherley,  and  Belle  Vale.  The  water  was  analysed  during  the 
year  and  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 


The  conversion  of  privy  middens  was  continued  during  the  year. 
This  important  work  was  commenced  in  the  year  1911,  and  the  rate 
of  progress  is  indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 
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TOTAL 

1911 

70 

18 

116 

26 

7 

18 

— 

255 

1912 

24 

47 

139 

117 

67 

99 

— 

487 

1913 

15 

95 

35 

172 

182 

308 

— 

807 

1914 

46 

177 

426 

486 

336 

— 

— 

1471 

1915 

2 

64 

191 

3 

1 

— 

— 

261 

1916 

1  Q  1  7 

19 

11 

18 

4 

— 

— 

— 

52 

i  y  i  / 

1918 

10 

2 

— 

6 

2 

_ 

- 

20 

1919 

13 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

1920 

34 

161 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

199 

1921 

41 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26 

77 

1922 

24 

15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

169 

210 

1923 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

154 

156 

1924 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

17 

1925 

3 

44 

— 

4 

— 

— 

31 

82 

1926 

— 

27 

10 

— 

— 

— 

68 

105 

1927 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

23 

1928 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

43 

48 

TOTAL 

:308 

692 

935 

823 

590 

452 

469 

4290 

The  following  table  indicates  as  accurately  as  possible  the  number 
of  the  respective  conveniences  existing  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
1928 


Farnworth. 

Halton. 

Simms  Cross. 

Victoria. 

Waterloo. 

West  Bank. 

Ditton. 

TOTAL. 

Privies 

.  100 

76 

2 

— 

— 

— 

82 

260 

Fresh 

Water 

Closets 

1414 

909 

1302 

973 

662 

521 

842 

6623 

Waste 

Water 

Closets 

526 

138 

199 

95 

210 

290 

1458 

12 


REFUSE  REMOVAL — 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highway  Committee. 

The  number  of  the  respective  receptacles  for  household  refuse  at 
the  end  of  1928  is  approximately  as  follows  : — 


Farn  worth. 

Halton. 
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Victoria. 

Waterloo.  • 

West  Bank. 

Ditton. 

TOTAL. 

Ashpits  in 
association 
with  privies 

100 

76 

2 

_ 

82 

260 

Dry  Ashpits 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

51 

Bins  . 

1927 

1046 

1501 

1068 

872 

811 

805 

8030 

% 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT— 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  as  follows  : — 


Defects  or  Nuisances  :  No.  Discovered 

No.  Abated 

No.  of  Notices  served  :  Informal 

Statutory 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  . 

No.  of  Premises  visited  . 

. .  1686 

..  1686 

566 

80 

Nil 

..  5458 

Premises  kept  under  observation. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  . 

108 

324 

Factories,  sanitary  accommodation 

76 

152 

Bakehouses 

35 

105 

Slaughterhouses 

4 

24 

Milkshops 

56 

168 

Cowsheds 

28 

84 

Common  Lodginghouses 

7 

35 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of 
Infectious  diseases  have  occurred 

404 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

262 

No.  of  articles  disinfected  by 
steam  disinfector 

5624 

— 

13 


IV.  HOUSING. 

NO.  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR— 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  b)  ...  57 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i).  By  the  Local  Authority  .  24 

(ii).  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  27 


UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES — 

(a)  Inspection — 

(i).  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1420 

(i) .  Number  of  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910  236 

(iii) .  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  Nil 

(iv) .  Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  1420 

(b)  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  .  1370 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1925 — 

(i)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  NIL 

(iii).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  NIL 
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V.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY— 

There  are  28  cowsheds  on  the  Register,  and  they  are  in  actual  use. 

The  number  of  Premises  registered  as  Milkshops  is  56.  These 
are  regularly  inspected,  and  the  owners  must  conform  to  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Regulations  which  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Borough. 


(b)  MEAT— 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  Local  Authority  to  inspect  all  slaughter¬ 
houses  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  The 
number  of  animals  inspected  during  the  year  was  : — 


Pigs 

Oxen 

Calves 

Sheep 


1178 

39 

5 

11 


The  amount  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  — 
Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts,  1682  lbs.;  other  diseased  meat,  382 
lbs.  All  condemned  meat  is  removed  to  the  Destructor  for 
incineration. 

The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  area  is  as 


follows  : — 


In  January, 

In  December, 

In  1920. 

1928. 

1928. 

No.  Registered  ... 

6 

6 

4 

No.  Licensed 

6 

6 

4 

(c)  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS— 

Other  food  condemned  during  the  year  comprised  one  barrel  of 
apples  and  three  boxes  of  haddocks. 

There  are  35  bakehouses  in  the  Borough.  They  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations  was  : — 

Milk  .  63 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  foodstuffs  ...  ...  72 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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VI.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

(i).  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR— 


DISEASE 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria  . 

94 

89 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

108 

96 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  . 

- - 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

_____ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

12 

9 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

290 

50 

Erysipelas  . 

17 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

10 

5 

Encephalitis  . 

3 

Tuberculosis — 

(  M  ... 

35 

— — 

19 

(a)  Pulmonary  ...  )  F 

25 

. 

10 

1  Total 

60 

— 

29 

.  M  ... 

32 

. 

8 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  J  F 

26 

_ _ 

4 

(  Total 

58 

— 

12 

(ii).  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS — 


CASES  NOTIFIED. 


DISEASE. 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 


^  Years. 

<V 

CO 
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94  1  1  5  12  6  55  8 
108  —  4  7  8  14  43  16 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  12 - 


Pneumonia  .  290  27  35  38  17  20  38  19 

Erysipelas  .  17 - 1 

Ophthalmia  .  10  10 - 

Encephalitis .  3 - 

Pulmonary  T.B.  M.  35  —  1 - 5  _ 

F.  25 - 4  2 

Non-Pulmonary  M.  32  2  4  1  —  3  11  4 

Tuberculosis  F.  26  —  2  2  1  —  9  4 
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50 
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50 

CO 

0 
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a 

c3 

50 
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10 

50 

10 

T— 1 

05 

co 

CO 

4 

8 

2 

6 

2 

— 

— 

9 

3 

- - 

— 

10 

22 

8 

31 

5 

2 

— 

5 

6 

3 

1 

9 

1 

8 

2 

10 

1 

2 

10 

4 

3 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS .  652  40  47  53  38  43  185  54  31  67  32  53  9 
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(iii).  WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— 

Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  shown  in  the  various 
Wards  in  which  they  occurred  for  the  year  1928  : — 


xi 

DISEASE.  | 

* 

d 

ce 

Ph 


Diphtheria  and  Mem- 


braneous  Croup  ... 

15 

12 

28 

19 

10 

3 

7 

94 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

17 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

18 

12 

19 

25 

12 

9 

13 

108 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Ophthalmia  Neona- 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

12 

torum 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

10 

Pneumonia  ... 

33 

68 

46 

79 

42 

18 

4 

290 

Encephalitis 
Tuberculosis — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Phthisis  ... 

5 

7 

15 

14 

11 

4 

4 

60 

Other  Forms 

13 

6 

12 

13 

9 

1 

4 

58 

TOTALS 
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111 
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DIPHTHERIA  :  An  ample  supply  of  anti-toxin  is  kept  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Police  Station,  and  Town  Hall.  The  amount  of 
anti-toxin  used  during  the  year  was  240  phials  of  8,000  units  and  120 
phials  of  4,000  units. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  :  Arrangements  have 
existed  for  some  years  for  bacteriological  examinations  to  be  carried 
out  at  the  laboratory  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons,  Lescher  and  Webb, 
Crofton  Lodge,  Runcorn.  The  bulk  of  the  specimens  sent  for  examin¬ 
ation  are  for  the  Diphtheria  Bacillus.  The  examination  of  sputum 
for  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  is  carried  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1928  : — 

Blood  .  1  Throat  Swabs  . 584 

Sputum .  2  Others  . 11 

DISINFECTION  :  A  Steam  Disinfector  is  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  etc.  5,624  articles 
were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease;  also  after 
the  removal  of  tuberculosis  patients  to  Sanatoria  or  where  death  had 
taken  place  from  Phthisis.  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  during 
the  year  was  262. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  :  Twelve 
cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year.  Expert 
advice  is  available  for  patients  suffering  from  these  diseases,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  those  requiring  hospital  treatment  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Whiston  Infirmary.  Nine  cases  were  sent  for  ad¬ 
mission  during  the  year,  and  were  successfully  treated. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  :  Cases  of  Ophthalmia  requiring 
special  treatment  are  admitted  to  St.  Paul’s  Eye  Hospital,  Liverpool. 
Particulars  of  the  case  notified  during  1928  are  as  follows  : — - 


Notified. 

Cases  Treated. 

Vision  Unimpaired 

Vision  Impaired. 

Total  Blindness. 

Deaths. 

i 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

10 

5 

5 

10 

- 

— 

VII.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Authority  has  now  a  staff  of  seven  whole-time  nurses,  the 
additional  nurse  being  appointed  in  December,  1925.  Each  nurse 
carries  out  the  combined  duties  of  health  visitor  and  school  nurse  in  a 
defined  area.  The  record  of  home  visits  paid  during  the  year  is  : 

To  Expectant  Mothers  :  First  Visits  ...  161  Total  Visits  ...  321 
Infants  under  1  :  ,,  ,,  ...  972  ,,  ,,  ...7236 

Children  1 — 5:  —  —  —  ,,  ...4528 

An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  established  in  January,  1926,  under  the 
direction  of  Professor  Briggs.  It  was  understood  that  he  would  only 
undertake  the  organisation  of  the  Clinic,  and  attend  for  a  period  of 
twelve  months.  On  his  resignation  in  December  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  Hayward  Willett.  The  specialist 
attends  at  the  Centre  every  fortnight,  and  all  cases  for  examination 
are  brought  by  the  respective  midwives  or  medical  attendant. 

The  number  of  mothers  examined  during  the  year  was  :  New 
cases,  271  ;  old  cases,  113.  The  average  attendance  at  each  session 
was  31 . 

A  scheme  for  the  examination  and  treatment  of  crippled  children 
was  put  into  operation  in  January,  1926.  The  chief  centre  was 
established  at  Mill  Brow,  with  a  subsidiary  clinic  at  the  Town  Hall. 
The  Orthopaedic  surgeon  visits  Widnes  fortnightly  to  direct  the  necessary 
treatment.  Children  requiring  operative  treatment  are  admitted  to 
the  Children’s  Infirmary  at  Liverpool  or  to  the  country  hospital  at 
Heswall. 

Particulars  of  the  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  were  ex¬ 
amined  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : 
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1926 

1927 

1928 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

1 

— 

— 

,,  Deformities  of  Arm  ... 

— 

1 

— 

,,  ,,  of  fingers 

1 

2 

— 

,,  ,,  of  Feet 

7 

2 

4 

,,  ,,  of  Foot  ... 

1 

4 

2 

Spinal  Curvature 

— 

1 

— 

Paralysis  of  Arm  and  Leg... 

1 

3 

— 

,,  ,,  Arm . 

4 

- — 

1 

,,  ,,  Legs  . 

1 

— 

— 

, ,  , ,  Leg  ...  ...  ... 

1 1 

2 

2 

Deformities  due  to  Rickets 

21 

8 

4 

Disease  of  Bone  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Fractures 

4 

11 

10 

Flat  Feet  . 

2 

3 

1 

Flat  Foot 

1 

— 

— 

Rickets 

26 

16 

17 

Minor  Deformities 

4 

1 

5 

Other  Defects 

7 

12 

17 

Total  ... 

92 

69 

66 

The  following  cases  were  admitted 

to  Heswall 

during  the 

year 

operative  treatment : — 

1926 

1927 

1928 

Congenital  Dislocation  of  Hip 

1 

— 

— 

,,  Deformities  of  Foot  ... 

1 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  of  Fingers 

1 

— 

— 

Paralysis 

— 

1 

1 

Disease  of  Bone 

• — 

2 

— 

Rickets  with  deformities  ... 

15 

2 

4 

The  number  of  attendances  of  children  under  five  at  the  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Centre  for  treatment  was  2034. 

A  mercury-vapour  lamp  was  presented  to  the  Clinic  by  Mrs.  Clay¬ 
ton,  and  was  utilised  under  the  supervision  of  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
for  the  treatment  of  incipient  cases  of  Rickets. 


VIII.  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

In  compliance  with  Section  132,  I  have  to  report  on  inspections 
under  the  above  Act  and  also  send  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

A  Register  is  kept  of  all  factories  and  workshops,  and  from  the 
tabulated  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  108  registered  work¬ 
shops  in  the  Borough,  including  35  bakehouses.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 
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(i).  Inspection. 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Number  of 


Premises. 

Factories  . 

Workshops  . 

Workplaces 

Inspections. 

152 

172 

152 

Written  Notices. 
31 

23 

Nil. 

Prosecutions. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  . 

476 

54 

Nil. 

(ii).  Defects  Found. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts— 

Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

48 

48 

Want  of  ventilation 

3 

,  , 

3 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

•  . 

Nil 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

2 

.  . 

2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  1 

1 

Total  ... 

54 

54 

(iii).  Home 

Work. 

One  notice  was  received  from  employers  affecting 

one  outworker 

engaged  in  the  Tool-making  industry. 

(iv).  Registered 

Workshops. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Confectioners 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

21 

Bakehouses 

35 

Dressmakers 

6 

File  Cutters 

3 

Millinery  ... 

7 

Laundries 

6 

Tailors  . 

6 

Others 

... 

24 

Total  number  of  Workshops 

on  Register... 

108 

20 


(1)  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT— 

In  order  to  obtain  correct  data  as  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  town, 
a  house-to-house  census  was  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  housing  conditions  : — 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  CENSUS. 


WARD 

No.  of  bedrooms 

Total 

Population 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

over 

4 

Farnworth  N.  . . . 

— 

1  1 

185 

283 

74 

17 

570 

2422) 

-8405 

Farnworth  S.  ... 

— 

— 

440 

919 

102 

9 

1470 

5983) 

Halton  . 

— 

5 

650 

391 

66 

11 

1123 

5755 

Simm’s  Cross  . . . 

— 

2 

622 

837 

39 

3 

1503 

7279 

Victoria  . 

3 

11 

452 

543 

31 

28 

1068 

6050 

Waterloo  . 

— 

14 

575 

260 

16 

7 

872 

4668 

West  Bank  . 

— 

2 

473 

307 

16 

13 

811 

3862 

Ditton  . 

— 

9 

261 

552 

84 

18 

924 

4509 

TOTAL  . 

3 

54 

3658 

4092 

428 

106 

8341 

40528 

The  extent  of  house  shortage  and  the  amount  of  evercrowding  is 
illustrated  in  the  following  tables  : — 


A 


TABLE  No.  1. —  Houses  occupied  by  Single  Families. 
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TABLE  No.  3. — Houses  occupied  by  Three  Families. 
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is  therefore  worse  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  and  the  necessity  for 
additional  houses  is  an  urgent  requirement. 
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